) . } D10
&g i\ A_'.:,‘_’.d ; - iaa, cosaihe

Proceedings of the 34th Annual Conference
of the Forestry Association of Nigeria
_.helgiin Osoghe. Qsup State Nigetia, .

Shas

05 -10 December, 2011

.Edited by
Labode Popoola
Kayode Ogunsanwo
Felix Idumah

Volume 1




COMMUNITY P:
MANAGEMENT: A CAS.

*Jac
'De partment of For.

y ® I
| S G B P

Cross K

Abstract

This study investigated the level
the Cross River National Park. .
questionnaires given to 348 rand.
used ior analysis of the datu. T
(83.97%). The respondents were
tell within the age bracket of
Furthermore, 74.42% of the samj
park, and 73.85% of the respondc
of the respondents {88.79%) werc
the mandate to participate. The p1-
as well as their involvement in the

. .. co-existence and the accomplishm

Key word: Protected area, Develc

Introduction

Protected area is one of the most
promising and effective response :
The first protected areas were est:
seicction were aesthetic and reci
Presently, protected arcas cover i,
the more than 117,000 protected
system (Susan and Hubert, 2008).
number and coverage of protect
conflicts and management incffici.
the protected areas including mari,
of indigenous, traditional and ru;
livelihood and sustenance.

The vision of achieving a sustain
isolation of the local communities

Orsdol, 1984). Unless thercis a fi

without discrimination based on

achieving a sustainable use of our
appicach in the management o
communities and local users, rec

TICIPATIOK IN PROTECTED AREA

STUDY OF CROSS RIVER NATIONAL PAEK

b, D. E. and * Ogogo, A.U.
ry and Wildlife, University of Uyo, Nigersia

Vi

“

o Commission, Calabar, Nigeris

el ol

participation of the tocal conmunines i thie gl
- primary data for this study were obtained using stuctured
iv selected respondents. Descriptive statistical echniguetwas
esult showed that majority of the ressondents was maried
erate and had formal educadion (93.97%). Majority of them
-59 yeurs (75.29%) and were mostly farmers (82.4 /)
:d respondents were made poorer due to the existence of the
s were not involved in the management of the park. Majcrity
villing to participate in the management of the park if given
sision of the social and economic needs of the local residents
ark management will elicit support and ensure a harmonious

atofthe goals of the park project.

ment, Management, National Park, Participation

mportant tools for biodiversity conservation. li is the m.ost
ategy to mitigate biodiversity loss worldwide (MEA, 2G03).
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meansto sustainable livelihood and human development. A fair and safe tenure system for land
and Jocal resources will also increase the social stability and local user incentives and ability to

participate in management decisions effectively.

fhis study is aimed at determining the level of participation of the local communities in the
management of the park, the effects of the park management on their economic status and to
ascertain their willingness to participate in the management of the National Park. Thesc became
necessary in view of the fact that governroent is initiating radical economic reforms, which sceks
ways of boosting all sector of the economy, rather than depending solely on crude oil - a non-
renewable rescuice. Such drastic but positive change will bring about the success in conservation
pfwildlife resources. This in turn will compel developient in the area of tourism, which is one of
st growing sectors of the world econcimy today. By implication, a sequence of econon.ic
fanstormation will be gencerated which will impact on the protected areas neighboring
wmmunities positively.

Hethodology

The study was conducted in Oban Division of the Cross River National Park located on
Ingitudes 5°05' to 6°29" East and latitude 8°15' to 9°80' North with totai land area ¢ 2660 K,
e region is ecologically contiguous with Korup National Park in Cameroon (Ezealor, 2002).
The people in the catchments area are mainly subsistence frrmers and cngaged primarily in
fiming, hunting, fishing and craft making. A simyie random sampling technique was used to
Riect 25 percent of the park neighboring communities making it twelve communities from e
forty eight identified communities. The communities selected were; Ntebachot, Orem, Akor,
new Ndebiji, Osomba, Aking, Oban, Nege, Owai, Ifumkpa, Mangor, and Fkong. Thirty
guestionnaires were randomly distributed among thirty respondents in each community making
niotal of 36U respondents. Out of these, only 348 questionnaires were retrieved. The data
pbtairied was subjected to descriptive statistical analysis of variance in accordance with Akindele

G204).

Results And Discussion

Demography of the Respondents

The result of the demography of the resporidents obtained showed that majority (75.29%) of the
Tespondents was within the productive age biacket 0f 25-49 years (Table 1). This is an indication
that the populatici is active. The low level of industrialization in the study area and coupled wiih
their limited source of income might be responsibic for the involvements ol the peopice in the
exploitation of itie park resources for their li+elihood.

The level ol literacy 1 the study area 1s relatively high. Table 1 shows that 7.76% of the
respondents had tertiary education while, 49.71% and 36.50% of the respondents had sccondgary
ind primary education respectively. Formal education according o Njoku (2000) and Adam
(1982} has the poiential for mnaking up ot some of the deficiency in acn-formal ed:cation .d
positively influence ine adoption of innovation. With teir 'evel ot educatic. t'ic respon dents
possesses the ability to participate effectiv:ly inresource mane gement decisions of the jain.

The marital status of the respondents indicated that 83 97% of the respondents were matned
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This therefore implies greater pressure on the park resourcss. This agrees with Bode(2006)
chservation in the relationship between population and resource conservation. Also, 82.41% of
the respondents were engaged in farming as their main occupation. This indicates a pressure on
the park area for more fertile lands for farming.

Table 1: Demography of Respordents

Variables Frequency Percentage (%)
Age distribution . -
<24 ycars 30 14.37

25 - 49 years - 262 75.29

> 50 years 36 : 10.34
Educational status :

Primary 127 36.50
Sccondary 172 49.71

Tertiary 27 7.76
Non-formal 21 6.03

Marital status

Married 292 ; 83.97

Un married 51 14.66

No response S _ 1.47
Occupation

Farming 287 82.47

Others 61 1753

Total 348 100

Source: Field survey, 2008
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Effect of the park on the economic status of the respondents’
Table 2 reveals that 74.42% of the respondents were made poorer by the establishment of * ¢

park.This figure affirms Pimpert and Pretty (1995) assertion that tribal people, poor farme
fishermen and pastoralist displaced by conservation projects usually find their needs and nigt- -
poorlymet in their new, more risk-prone environments. As a means of alleviating the cconor
hardshipof the people, there is need for the park to establish a cottage industry, subsidrzed @ !
approved genetic crop species to enhance the livelihood of park communitices.

Table2: Effect of the Park on the respondents' economic status

Economic status Freauency Percentage (%)
Richer RS I 151

Poorer 259 74.42

R0 response 50 i4.37

Total 348 100

Thelevel of respondent'sinvolvementin the park managemen

Table3 indicates that majority of thg respondents which made up 73.85% were noi involved 1+
Themanagement of the park. This is an indication of ihe neglect ¢f local institution and socie:
organizationiu decision making (Pimbert and Pretty, 1995). As a result of this, local systems of
decision making and resource management are eroded and local institutions are replaced by th~
bureaucracy and professional bodies, thus, leading to severc conflicts with the local population:
attempting to maintain their customary rights to the resources of the park (Gadgil, 1992)

Table 3: Level of respondents' involvementin the park management

Level of Zivolvement Freauency Percenizec (Yo
Informants 26 747

Lasual labor 43 12.37

Local committee 12 3.45

Not involved 257 73.85

INo responise 10 286

Total 348 100

Yource: Field survey, 2008
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Table 4: Willingness of respondents to participate’in the*park management

Participation Frequency Percerzage (%)
Willing 309 88.79
Not willing 24 : 6.90
No response 15 431

Total 348 100

Source: Field survey, 2008

Table 5: Ways respondents want to be involved in the management of the park

Commitment Frequency Percentage (%)
Committec member 153 36.17
Permanent staffs 101 23.88
Casual labor 61 14.42
Informant 47 11.11

" Decision making process 38 8.09
No comimitment 23 5.44
Total , 428 ) 100

Source: Field survey, 2008

Conclusion and Recommendation

The findings of this study showed that the park's existence had a negative impact on the econcmic
status of the people and their level of involvement in the park management is very low. However,
majority of the people expressed their willingness to participate in the management of the park.

It is therefore recommended that the success of wildlife resource conservation can oniy be
achieved by adequately involving the local residents in the management of the park resources.
However, the mere fact of involving the local people in resource planning and manageinent is aot
a guarantee of a successful outcome. Success is contingent on a framework within which
participatory development can precede issues such as tenure. The authority taking effective
management decisions is an important issue to be considered in participatory developrent
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